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                                                 Arya Saini 
                                                  4th Grade 

It was Thursday, December 15, 2011 in my band room that my band 
teacher Mr. Lopez signed me on for the Holiday Concert. It was a 
miracle for me for it will be “My First Concert” which was scheduled 
for December 23, 2011. I was very excited and could not wait to go 
home to tell my parents about it. I practiced hard the whole week 
making sure that I am able to play my trumpet without any interference. 
On the big day, I got to Mr. Lopez’s room and started setting up my 
trumpet. I was scared and felt some butterflies in my stomach. Mr. 
Lopez made the entire trumpet players sit in the fourth row and asked 
us to practice the songs “Hot Cross Buns”, “Jingle Bells” and “Dreydl 
Dreydl”. The practice sounded fantastic! The audience started to come 
in the gym and that’s when we practiced “Hot Cross Buns” for the last 
time before our performance. Mr. Lopez made us laugh by telling us 
that one of the band members ate a lot of vegetables so he was able to 
grow a ponytail. This ponytail was the reason why the band member 
had a hat on his head, moving from left to right. The kid removed the 
hat and said he does not have a ponytail. This relaxed all of us and soon 
we were in concert position. Once we started playing, I had no fear and 
was enjoying every moment of the concert. It was great and we had a 
round of applause from the audience. I felt proud and was all excited 
for the next session of the concert. This was the best concert ever and I 
will never forget this memorable moment ……………. 

 

 



 

          
 
 
 

  Benjamin Franklin Sign Dedication  
 
                    By Madison O’Connor  
   
  November 30 th , 2011 was a very special day for Benjamin 
Franklin School. We celebrated the schools 50th BRI THDAY! 
We had a sign dedication celebration. We also had v ery 
special guests, who included our Mayor Antonia Rici gliano, 
the Superintendent, Dr. O’Malley, former Principals  and the 
sponsors of our Sign. Our school honored a hard wor king 
teacher Mrs.Collins with a special plaque and the 5 th grade 
also sang a song about how dedicated she is. One of  the 
COOLESTS part was that we got to be featured on Cha nnel 
News 12, New Jeresy.Mrs. Rubenstein and Mrs. Guzzi 
organized our FLASH MOB! This day will always be  
remembered in Benjamin Franklin family history!   
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The 50TH anniversary of Benjamin Franklin Elementary School was great! Each grade 
level had a chance to introduce their wonderful song, the sign dedication ceremony was 
held, and everybody joyfully danced to "We Are Family". (Even the teachers!) 
Everybody obviously had a good time. Here's what some kids loved about the 50TH 
anniversary assembly:                                                                                                             
   Gabriella Sapsa (4TH grader) - “I liked the sign dedication ceremony the best."  
   Christina Chen   (5TH grader) - “I loved it when all the different grades went up to   
                                                          sing."    
Look at all of these nice comments! What was your favorite thing about the assembly? 
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Hello, my name is Fiyaza Vizam and my topic was holidays. I picked Eid as my holiday 
because I am a Muslim and I celebrate this holiday. What I want to tell you about this 
holiday is that we celebrate this holiday after the fasting of Ramadan. Ramadan is when 
Muslim’s fast and in the evening; we break our fast by eating a date and then drinking 
water. Then you can eat or drink whatever you want. Next, let me tell you more about 
Eid. Every year Muslims wear pretty clothes and children get more than a $100 a year 

and we play GAMES AND GET TOYS! I LOVE Eid because it is a 
day to have fun and spend time with fellow family and friends. Well I hoped you liked 
my article! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    Eid 
By Fiyaza Vizam 



New Years at Ben Franklin 
By Afrah Ahmed 

 
Eeek! The loudspeaker turns on and Mr. Preville 
counts down. All the students are lined up outside in 
the hallway waiting for New Years to begin at Ben 
Franklin. 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, chants everyone! It is so loud 
in the hallway and my ears are hurting so much that it 
feels like I’m sitting next to a stereo while a rock 
band is playing. All the students are blowing their 
noise makers and shouting “Happy New Year” to 
each other. Then I saw a huge banner coming down 
the hallway, it says, HAPPY NEW YEAR 2012, in 
big bold letters. I hope this is going to be a great year 
I thought, as I walked back into class. 
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By: Daniella Marmol 

 To me the New Years marks the end of last year and beginning of this one. It’s a 
time to rejoice and celebrate all of our endless possibilities, while looking back over 
our choices and learning from our experiences. Allowing us a chance to grow and 
hopefully make choices to better our lives. I personally find that bringing people smiles 
from simple kindness is the greatest gift of all. One small act of kindness can make a 
huge impact in someone's life.  

 This New Years Eve our Family started a new tradition, where we sat together 
and told each other what we find are their best qualities and the one thing we would 
have them work on. At first this made all of us uncomfortable but after hearing all the 
great feedback we opened right up. I really hope to keep this tradition going in our 
family, since it’s a perfect time to let them know we do notice their good traits. 

 With everything said, my all time favorite part of New Years Eve is the party. 
Coming from a big family our parties are usually humungous and fun. It’s one of the 
only nights our parents let us stay up way passed our bed times. This year we didn't get 
home until the sun was coming up. I was so tired that I stopped being sleeping and was 
ready to keep partying. 

 



             Winter Break  

By Adrian Mazariegos  

During the winter break we get to have a week off o f 
school. I was curious on what kids do during the br eak, so 
I decided to ask 4 students in different grades wha t they 
did for their winter break.  

     Katie Hegedus         1 st  grade        Mrs. Afonso  

Q. How was your winter break?  

A. It was a fun time.  

Q. Did you go anywhere?  

A. Yes, I went places.  

Q. What else did you do for the break?  

A. I played all day.  

Q. Were you glad to come back to school?  

A. Not really, I wanted to stay home. 

Eliana Mazariegos      2nd grade      Mrs. Conte and Mrs. Herman  

Q. How was your winter break?  

A. I had an awesome time.  

Q. Did you go anywhere?  

A. Yes, I went one day to my nana's house but besid es that 
I didn't go anywhere else.  

Q. What else did you do for the break?  

A. My cousins came over to my house for a couple of  days.  

Q. Were you glad to come back to school?  

A. Yes, I missed school and my friends.  



Mikal Saeed  

4th  grade  

Mrs. Meisner  

Q. How was your winter break?  

A. I had a good time  

Q. Did you go anywhere?  

A. Yes, I went to visit my mom.  

Q. What else did you do for the break?  

A. I watched TV and celebrated Christmas at my gran dma’s 
house.  

Q. Were you glad to come back to school?  

A. No, I wanted to stay home.  

Sydney Gold  

5th  grade  

Mrs. Goldberg  

Q. How was your winter break?  

A. It was a great busy time.  

Q. Did you go anywhere?  

A. Yes, I went to my friend’s house to sleep over a nd went 
rollerskating.  

Q. What else did you do for the break?  

A. I went to the mall and celebrated Hanukkah.  

Q. Were you glad to come back to school?  

A. Yes because I like patrolling and I missed my fr iends  

 



 

 

Martin Luther King Jr.  

By:  Zachary Arjmand, 3rd Grade 

For:  Ben Franklin Newspaper 

Martin Luther King Jr. is known in history as one of the leaders of the civil rights 
movement in the United States. King's hard work to stop segregation and discrimination 
helped many white Americans to support the cause of civil rights in the United States.  

King was born on January 15, 1959 in Atlanta, Georgia. Both his father and grandfather 
were ministers. His mother was a schoolteacher who taught him how to read before he 
went to school; he had a brother, Alfred, and a sister, Christine. He was an excellent 
student in school and skipped grades in both elementary school and high school. He 
enjoyed reading books, singing, riding a bicycle, and playing football and baseball. 
Martin entered Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia, when he was only 15 years old. 
He graduated from Morehouse College in 1948 and from Crozer Seminary in 1951. In 
1955 he earned a doctoral degree in theology from Boston.  

Martin became a Baptist minister when he was 18 years old. In 1954 King became a 
pastor at the Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama. Montgomery's black people were 
mistreated for a long time on the city buses. King headed the movement against 
segregation in buses and he became a national figure.  

King and other black leaders organized the 1963 March on Washington, a huge protest in 
Washington, D.C., for jobs and civil rights. King delivered his famous "I Have a 
Dream" speech to an audience of more than 200,000 civil rights supporters. The speech 
and the march resulted in the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which stopped segregation in 
public accommodations and discrimination in education and employment. August 28, is 
called “Dream Day”, which is the anniversary of Dr. King's “ I Have a Dream” speech. 

As a result of his effective leadership, in 1964 he won the Nobel Prize for Peace award. 
We celebrate Martin Luther King Day each year in January, the month in which he was 
born.  

In 1966 and 1967 King worked very hard to help black poverty. In the 1968 he went to 
Memphis, Tennessee, to support striking black garbage workers. King was assassinated 
in Memphis on April 4, 1968.   

 
 



Rosa Louise McCauley Parks  
 

                                                   By Teraia Spears 
 

  Rosa Parks was born on February 4, 1913.  She was t he, “First 
Lady of Civil Rights” according to the U.S Congress .  Rosa 
Parks was and is still known today for refusing to give up her 
seat for a white passenger.  There were other women  who did 
the same, but they were jailed and did not pursue i t in the 
manner that Rosa Parks did.  During this time perio d Rosa Parks 
was the secretary of the Montgomery, Alabama Chapte r of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored  People 
NAACP.  By her being the secretary she had lots of information 
before her and knew during this time period someone  had to 
take a stand.  She had arranged many movements with  Civil 
Rights Leaders, one being Dr. Martin Luther King Jr .  So Rosa 
Parks knew that on December 21, 1956 by not giving up her seat 
on the #2857 bus that she would be arrested. But sh e wanted to 
make a difference and be heard all African American s for not 
having rights at the front of the bus.  
 
Rosa Parks died on October 24, 2005.  By this time she has 
received many awards and medals, has schools throug hout the 
United States and is most known for her bravery and  courage.  
 
 

  

�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�

 



�����������	
��
���

��
� �
 

���� ���
��������  
 

���	�����������������������������
������������� !" ����������#������
�$�����$�������%�&���'����������%()���(��%��������� ���*(��$��#�������
+�����$���#�%,(�-���%�(����(���#��	(&(%�������'���� �����������%(�&���

�#�����.���(�������+�/�����#����.-#���#������#(���� ���  

�����������#�%��������#(��$��#��0������#(�-��/���+ (�-��.����#���#��-���

#(����.���(�����*����.�(���#����������.%��%�������� �(&��#(���(,%����
$����
�.-%����*(-#���#��%��1��#�%��0����-����$����1 �����	�%%�-��(��

2���.�+/���*��%�������������3�(&���(�/��$�	#(��-��� #����#������(&���#(��
4�1�����4�����4$������.�/(�-�����#��3�(&���(�/��$�	 #(��-���#����������

*��&����3�(&���(�/��#����#�������#���������4$�(���� 4���(������������
#(��������������-�������#��$(����4$�(����4���(����� �������1�
.1�(��  

��������������������.��������.�#����5�.���%(����4$ �(����4���(����
#(����(���������#��$�.������$��#��4����(��(���$���� #����.�/��$�4$�(����

4���(����6($������*(����/��  
�#����#�%��������(��.��������$(���(��#(����.�(����# ���#(����/����+��

%��-�%/�(-�������#���%��+�4���(����,�,.%��(��7����� #����%��+���(��
$(-.���(�����#��,(��.����(������-�����%%/�(����/��� #�����$%�������#��

(�$��(������(�%�,��(�(����#�/���������(-��������#�� �(���  

�������������������������#(�����(�(�������(������� ��+������#��
�#�%%��-���$���(�(�-��%��+�4���(����(�����#�����(�� 0��#(����/�  


��������������������+�����$�����(�-��#��8���#����$ �1%��+�*(����/9������
$(������-����/�#(��%�.��#(�-���-���*(����/����+��#( �#������#���������

���+��$�����.��/�$������:;������!"���*���������(��� ������#���������
���+�����.���(��������������������(�+�
�.-%�������4 ���#���6(���%�0��
�(��#��/���1/���!;�1%��+�*(����/�������%��������$�� ��#�����(�������#��$�

����.��/������&��/�/�����#����$���� ��� 
 
 
 
 
 



Black History Month 
 

                                                      By Sean Tonra 
 
    In the month of February, people usually think of snow storms, Valentines, and the 
Super Bowl.  But a far more important part of February is Black History Month. 
Black History Month started as Negro History Week in 1926 by Carter G. Woodson. 
February was chosen because it has the birthdays of both Abraham Lincoln and Frederick 
Douglass. In 1976, it was changed into Black History Month. Now people celebrate it in 
the U.S. and Canada. Every year there is a theme. This year’s theme is African 
Americans and the Civil War. It honors people of African descent from the Civil War. 
They helped end slavery. One black person from the Civil War is Harriet Tubman. She 
freed slaves from the south to the north using the Underground Railroad. So she is 
remembered every Black History Month. So while you enjoy the snow, Valentines, and 
the Super Bowl, remember all the African Americans. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   JACKIE ROBINSON “A HERO IN MANY WAYS”
   
 
                                              By Nicholas Sandor   
 

Jackie was born January 31, 1919, in Cairo, Georgia. He 
was the first African-American to play major league baseball. He 
played for the Brooklyn Dodgers and helped them win the World 
Series. He retired in 1957 with a career batting average of .311. 
 
           Jackie’s full name was Jack Roosevelt Robinson and he 
was the youngest of 5 children. He was raised by a single mother. 
In college he excelled at football, basketball, track, and baseball. 
In 1938, he was named the regions most valuable player.  Jackie 

moved to the University of California and won varsity letters in four sports. He then 
moved to Hawaii and played semi-pro football which was cut short by World War II. 
Jackie served as a second lieutenant in the US Army from 1942 to 1944. After being 
discharged from the Army in 1944, Robinson played baseball professionally. At that time 
African-Americans and Whites played separately. In 1945, he was noticed by Branch 
Rickey of the Brooklyn Dodgers. He joined the all White Montreal Royals, a farm team 
for the Brooklyn Dodgers. 
 
           There were difficult times ahead for Jackie. He was told that if he was confronted 
with problems to not fight back. Some of his teammates and some people in the crowd 
protested to having an African American on the team.  His Debut game for the Dodgers 
was April 15, 1947. This was the first time an African-American played in the Major 
leagues. There were many teams that did not want to play against him and some of his 
teammates did not want to play with him. The manager informed everyone on the team 
that he would get rid of everyone and keep Jackie if that was what had to be done.  
Dodges shortstop Pee Wee Reese stood up to all of the fans that were giving Jackie boo’s 
and put his arm around him in front of the fans. Since then he hit 12 home runs and 
helped the Dodgers win their division. He also led the league in stolen bases and was 
rookie of the year. In 1949 he was selected as Most Valuable player. 
 
           Jackie became the highest paid player in Dodgers history and had a song named 
after him “Did You See Jackie Robinson Hit That Ball”. This opened the door for many 
more great African-Americans to play Baseball. 
 
           In 1955 Jackie and the Dodgers won the World Series He retired in 1957. His 
number 42 was retired to never be used again by any other player on the Dodgers. 
  
          Jackie Robinson was laid to rest on October 24, 1972 and was survived by was 
wife Rachel Isum and their 3 children. 
 

 



 
   The Ben Franklin Minute 
                   By Zunera Rais 
 

       Do you want to know more about the Ben 
Franklin minute?  Do you want to know who got the 
idea about the Ben Franklin Minute? Mr.Krainski got  
the idea from a friend of his. The Physical Educati on 
Department chose basketball for the Ben Franklin 
minute because it's a sport you can get involved in  
and is easy to play. It's good for the season!!!  D o 
you want to know what the Ben Franklin minute is 
really about? The Ben Franklin minute is really abo ut 
getting involved, getting into sports, and learning  
more about basketball!!! The P.E. Dept. organized t he 
Ben Franklin Minute which is a school-wide basketba ll 
competition to build school spirit and to raise 
awareness of a healthier life style through sports.  
The culminating activity of this event will be an 
assembly on February 9th. 
 
My friend and I were the first students to try for 
this year's Ben Franklin Minute. It was really fun 
and exciting, so then I told everyone how it felt t o 
be the first to start the Ben Franklin minute. The 
teacher's were there and even the principal tried i t 
out. Everyone is going to get a chance to try!  
 
So I encourage everyone to get more into sports and  
into the season and play basketball!!!!!!!!  
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                            By Ashritha Akam 

                                                                                                           
“Most people say that it is the intellect which makes a great scientist. They 
are wrong: it is character.” – Albert Einstein����

Character Education is a teaching that will help you be a good and responsible citizen. It 
teaches you not to bully, behave, have manners and be a successful individual. 
�����������	
��������
�����  need, as young people increasingly hurt themselves 
and others because of unawareness of or indifference to moral values. The school's role 
as character educator is even more vital when millions of children get little moral 
teaching from parents, community, or religious institutions. 

Mrs. Solasky is the guidance counselor at Ben Franklin who works very hard to teach 
these values to students. She taught us about the six pillars of character, which represent, 
Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring and Citizenship. 
Trustworthiness is to be honest and tell the truth. 
Respect is to treat others the way you want to be treated. 
Responsibility is being accountable for your words, actions and attitude. 
Fairness is to not cheat and play by the rules. 
Caring is to be kind and compassionate to others. 
Citizenship is to work together to accomplish a task. 

The students of today will be the adults who shape our society in future years. And while 
it is important that they graduate intellectually educated, the value of the students 
becoming citizens who interact in the world with kindness, respect, integrity, and moral 
behavior is perhaps even more important. Character truly is the key to success! 
                                                                                                         

 

 

   

 

 
                                       



The Bullying Assembly 
 

By Colleen Tonra 
 
Benjamin Franklin School had an assembly about bullying and harassment.  Some people 
from the Somerset Patriots came to help explain the Six Pillars of Character.  These 
include pillars such as Caring and Responsibility.  We talked about how it is important 
not to bully – by caring for each other and taking responsibility for our own actions.  It is 
also now a state law that bullying will not be tolerated. After the assembly, we were able 
to ask questions.  Everyone learned something new that day! 

 

 
                                                         
                                                       
 
 
 
 

     
    
    
 

 
    

              Friendship 
 

By Malachi Blacknall 
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By Sriharsha Tangellamudi, 5th Grade 

 
Thomas Alva Edison (February 11, 1847 - October 18, 1931) was an 
American inventor and businessman. He developed many devices that 
greatly influenced life around the world, including the phonograph, the 
motion picture camera, and a long-lasting, practical 
electric light bulb. 

Thomas Alva Edison was born on February 11, 
1847 in a small town of Milan, Ohio. He had a father 
named Samuel and a mother named Nancy. Thought his 
real name was Thomas Alva Edison, his family called 
him Al. He could not hear well due to scarlet fever.  
When Al went to school he was not great in any subject 
other than science and making things. In 1870, when 
Edison was 23 years old, he got married to Mary 
Stilwell. Edison was full of ideas. When he had an idea 
he would keep on experimenting and researching until he 
found a solution. Soon he made so many inventions he 
became rich and famous, and even nicknamed “The 
Wizard of Menlo Park” On October 22, 1879 the light bulb was finally 
made. Edison made the first public demonstration of his light bulb on 
December 31, 1879, in Menlo Park, NJ. It was during this time that he said: 
"We will make electricity so cheap that only the rich will burn candles.” He 
made thousands of dollars with this new invention. Soon he made moving 
pictures, in other words movies, but without sound. Edison holds more than 
1,000 US patents in his name, as well as many patents in the United 
Kingdom, France, and Germany.  

 Edison died at an old age of 84 on October 21, 1931. Most people at 
that time died poor and frustrated, but not Edison. Inventing made him rich 
and famous 
 

 

 



                        Groundhog’s Day 
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February 2nd which is Groundhog’s Day is a popular tradition in the United 

States. Groundhog’s Day was adapted from 1886 to 1992. It’s the day that 

the groundhog comes out of its hole through a long sleep in winter to look 

for his shadow. �		��������������
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famous groundhog is Punxsutawney Phil, who lives near Punxsutawney in north 

central Pennsylvania. I hope the groundhog doesn’t see his shadow. Do you 

want more or less weeks of winter? 

 

Groundhog Day 2012    Punxsutawney Phil saw his sha dow!  

 

 
 

 
 



Safety in the Parking Lot 
 

By Enaya Malik 
 
Like many other students, I am a car student as well. I feel that there are 
many parking issues and traffic jams in our school’s parking lot every day. 
A lot of these traffic jams are created because some people don’t follow the 
rules and some are exiting or entering from the wrong places. 
 
Some other examples are, some people don’t park in the designated parking 
spots, some don’t follow the rule of parking their cars facing AWAY from 
the school, and during pick up some parents park or drive around the fence 
when they are not allowed to. There are signs posted in the parking lot about 
the parking rules but some people do not follow those signs. 
 
Sometimes some teachers and other volunteers also tell parents to follow 
parking rules. But when there is no teacher or volunteer then some parents 
do not follow the rules. 
 
Ways to resolve these issues are to follow these simple rules: 
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If everyone follows these rules we can make our school’s parking lot much 
safer for everyone. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2nd Graders Research and Report  
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          Mrs. Afonso's  
First Grade Bear Museum  
   

                  By Juliet di Pasquale 
 
 

 
 In January, Mrs. Afonso's students learned all about bears.  The first 

graders learned about different kinds of bears and their habitats, what bears eat, 
and interesting bear facts. They used a map on the promethean board to show 
where the bears live. Each student made their own bear habitat.  Mrs. Afonso's 

class presented their bear projects and shared facts about their bears at the bear 
museum. Parents were invited to school to see the bear museum.  Good work 

first graders!   
 
 
 


