
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                          PRINCIPAL’S CORNER  
 
    We are on an incredible journey for the 2011-12 school year with numerous 
points of interest along the way.  New programs, technology, extra-curricular 
activities, and milestone celebrations will make this a year to remember at Ben 
Franklin School.  
     Students and teachers in grades one to five returned in September to 
Promethean Boards  in every homeroom.  These interactive boards bring 21st 
century learning and increased engagement to all areas of the curriculum. 
Kindergarten has incorporated technology into their classrooms through the 
addition of Smart Tables , interactive learning at the primary level. Improved 
technology didn’t stop there; we have 25 new Netbooks  which are available to 
all students for increased online access.  
      Another change that teachers and students saw in September was a new 
language arts program, Journeys , by Houghton Mifflin. The many components of 
this program provide teachers with the materials needed to gear instruction at the 
student’s level in reading, writing, spelling and grammar.  Each child has a 
student edition, but there is no need to carry it home, as they can access it on-
line at www.thinkcentral.com , using their own username and password. 
     The use of technology extends beyond classroom instruction. Students in 
grades three through five are participating in a pilot program, through NWEA, in 
which they are being assessed in Reading and Math. The information gained by 
this three times a year process (September, December and February), will be 
used to create a road map of instruction for the teacher.  Parent reports are sent 
home to indicate the growth made in these subject areas.  

 The number of extracurricular activities that Ben Franklin students can 
participate in has increased this year.  Joining our existing clubs is Odyssey of 
the Mind  for students in grades four and five. We have Franklin Academy with 
sessions before and after school for grades one to five and Read 180 After 
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School as well. We are proud of our students for getting involved in these many 
activities. 

Despite some wet weather, the students in 5-3, 5-4, and 5-5 had a memorable 
trip to Camp Bernie. Two days of outdoor activities created many new 
friendships as well as an appreciation of nature. We wish 5-1 and 5-2 the same 
great experiences on their trip. 

A parent workshop has been scheduled for November 30th at 6:30 PM. It will 
address the topic of bullying to increase the awareness and understanding of 
how harmful and hurtful this can be. We hope you can join us. 

A new breakfast program will begin on December 5th. Please check our 
website for more information. 

Our PTA continues to plan many events for both during and after school.  This 
continues to make being a Ben Franklin student such a positive experience.  

With so many new happenings here, we can’t forget that Ben Franklin School 
is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year. With the dedication of a new sign on 
November 30th this milestone will be celebrated.  

 We have much to be excited about at Ben Franklin School.  This supports our 
belief that “Doing Your Best is More Important Than Being the B est!” 
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C.A.R.E.S. Walk Participants 



 
 

Kindergarten Students Meet the Smart Table 
                 Mrs. Peterson 

 
The students in Kindergarten have been wondering what the interesting blue 
and gray object was in the back of the classroom. They giggled when they 
heard that it is called a Smart Table. After being introduced to some of the 
activities on it, Katarina said “Hey, Mrs. Peterson, here is a good joke. “Why 
do they call it a smart table? Because it is very smart, that’s why!” When 
asked if they like the smart table, some of the children said, ”We don’t like 
it…we LOVE it!”  The Smart Table gives the children a chance to practice 
important skills in a fun and interesting way. They must cooperate and take 
turns as they explore topics such as shapes, senses, numbers, and dinosaurs. 
The Kindergarten students are very excited to use the Smart Table and can’t 
wait to keep exploring the many activities it has to offer. 
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Read for the World 
 

Our annual summer reading program, Read for the World, School Record concluded its 
third year with our recognition ice cream assembly. Our reading minutes have increased 
each year and we read over 15,000 more minutes than last summer.  Each reader records 
their book and the minutes they read on a log sheet.  They can also record their minutes 
on Scholastic’s website to be included in the world record competition. Our efforts 
resulted in 133,960 reading minutes.  Students and the leading classes who were at the 
highest records of minutes read were awarded gift certificates to use at the school book 
fair.  Our top reader for the school was Karan Desai who logged an impressive 9,314 
minutes.  Karan’s efforts coupled with his classmates’ minutes brought Mrs. Goldberg’s 
Class 5-1 the title of Top Class in the entire school with 19,973 minutes of reading time.  
Their names were displayed outside the school so that those who pass by could witness 
their achievement.  Mrs. Meisner’s Class 4-1, Mrs. Babst’s Class 3-2, Mrs. Conte/Mrs. 
Herman’s Class 2-1, and Mrs. Grogan’s Class 1-4 were the top classes in their respective 
grade level.  The readers shared their reading experiences with the group by discussing 
their favorite books.  All participants received certificates and were treated to ice cream.  
The top winners and classes received medals and gift certificates.  The enthusiasm of the 
students supports the goal of showing how much fun it is to read.  It is a step in the 
process of becoming a lifelong reader.  We hope continue our reading commitment to 
Read Every Day, Lead a Better Life.  The Summer Reading Program at Ben Franklin is 
made possible by the generous support of our dedicated PTA.  With their continued 
support, we look forward to next year’s challenge to exceed this year and to involve even 
more students.  One final HOORAY!  to all the students who participated this year. 
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 Evacuation Drill  
                                         by Mark Rosario 
 
   During an evacuation drill, we need to get out of the building 
safely. All the students are told to walk carefully down the big, 
long path. Everybody walks quietly down the concrete path into 
the Ben Franklin Forest. When we reach the road, we wait silently 
in assigned rows for a minute and then Mr. Preville gets on his 
bullhorn (the speaker that is portable) and congratulates us on our 
great, positive behavior. After that, the entire school walks back to 
school up the path one by one. Back in school, the principal gets 
on the loud speaker and tells all the students that they did a great 
job and that hopefully we would never have to do this for real. 
 
 

Students Learning Through Journeys Program 
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                                        PICTURE DAY  
                                   By Ria Patel 

 
Picture day is all about dressing up and looking good for 
the click. When it is time for saying cheese or money we 
smile and say “CHEESE!” Our class stands on risers for the 
class photo. Our teachers stand proud and tall as well. This 
will be a memorable picture for years to come. Children 
love to wear fancy clothing. Picture day is held in the 
multi-purpose. Picture day is not the only day where we 
take random pictures. We take pictures through out the 
school year too. Maybe you can see yourself on the Ben 
Franklin Website or in the Memory Book. I LOVE 
PICTURE DAY!!!!!!! 
 
 
 
 
                                 Ben Franklin School Store 

By Andee Buchko and Vyshnavi Tangellamudi 
 
Have you ever shopped at the school store? The school store is open 

every 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month, in the school lobby. Whatever 
items you need from book sox to erasers, you’ll find them at the school 
store.  Prices range from 5 cents to $2.00.  

We talked to the parents from the P.T.A. who manage the school 
store. The parents answered our questions about the store. They said that it is 
hard to work at the school store. They told us that it takes 15 minutes or 
longer to set up everything they need.  The parents order supplies online 
throughout the year. They said that the money that is raised helps to sponsor 
our field trips and assemblies.  

We asked, “What is the best part about working at the school store?” 
Mrs. Hegedus said, “I like seeing how happy the kids are when they buy 
their own supplies.” 

So, make yourself happy and shop at the school store! 



 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

Thanksgiving  

                                             Aashraya Sungiri 

      On Thanksgiving I go to my grandma’s house, she cooks really good 
turkey. All my cousins come, and we play and sometimes do arts and crafts! 
Every year we do this, it’s a lot of fun seeing each other. We play tag, hide 
and seek, Simon Says and lots of other things! Sometimes my older cousins 
ask me to race my younger Cousin to get cookies for them. There is a lot of 
food to choose from like pie, turkey, corn and cake. It’s like a feast of food 
right in front of you. First, we pray about funny things, and then we eat the 
delicious looking food. The turkey tastes so good that you can’t stop eating. 
At the end, we all take something home. We usually take corn because 
turkey isn’t allowed in my house. My favorite part is to have fun! What’s 
your favorite part of Thanksgiving? My favorite time of year is 
Thanksgiving! Is yours?                                                                                                                       

          The Pumpkin Patch 

                      
     By Radhee Subramanian 
 
Let’s all give a big thank you to the PTA for a 
wonderful Pumpkin Patch experience! I looked 
for the smallest, orange, round pumpkin. I found it 
and then put it into the Trick or Treat bag that the 
PTA gave us as we walked back to class. Some 
students might have carved their pumpkins, while 
others might just have used them as a decoration 
for Halloween. Thanks again PTA! 
     

 



 

      AN INTERVIEW WITH MS. EGER  
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            THE NEW 5th GRADE TEACHER: MRS.DEMAIO! �
 
   By: Anjali Desai, Heavenly Fuentas, Kriti Nagunoori  
 
       Mrs.Demaio has been inspired to be a teacher by her  
mom, who is also a teacher. The best thing she love s about 
teaching is helping students learn and to be more 
successful in life. 
     The greatest thing Mrs.Demaio loves about teac hing 
with Mrs.Plodzien is that they can offer more 
individualized assistance to their students. The mo st 
excellent experience she has had so far is seeing s miles on 
students' faces after they conquer a tough task. 
     One of the memories Mrs.Demaio has had with he r entire 
class since she has been teaching in Ben Franklin i s taking 
a trip to the outdoor classroom to investigate livi ng and 
nonliving things for a science lesson. 
     Mrs.Demaio is someone who we can count on for teaching 
us any subject! 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

             



 Interview with Mr. Krainski ----- A.K.A. Mr. K. 
By Sydney Gold and Jackie Deakyne 

 
 

Here at Benjamin Franklin, Physical 
Education teachers come and go. 
One of the newest teachers here is Mr. K. 
We took a little time to get to know Mr. 
K in an interview. The questions and 
Answers are listed below. Hope you 
enjoy this article! 

 
Q- What is your favorite sport? 

A- Football 
 

Q- Who is your favorite major league sports player? 
A- Troy Polumalu 

 
Q -What are your favorite sports teams? 

A -Steelers, Yankees, and the Nets 
 

Q- Are you married? 
A -Yes 

 
Q- Where did you go to college? 

A- Montclair State University 
 

Q- How did you get a job here? 
A- By doing 5 interviews and a trial class with  

Mrs. Meisner’s class from last year 
 

Q- Do you teach anywhere else? 
A- Nope 

 
Q- Do you have kids? 

A -Nope 
 

Q -What sports did or do you play? 
A- Football, Wrestling, and Baseball 

 



 

 
 

    By Gurnit Chauhan 
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The Promethean Board  
 By Akhil Varghese & Karan Desai 

 
Mrs. Hyjack 
We like the position it is kept in the class. My students like the scholastic games 
and videos. I think it is useful because we could use it for all subjects. We like 
dragging shapes in for pattern games. My students say, their favorite thing to do 
on it is math, vocabulary books and using the pen. I can’t imagine teaching 
another year without the promethean board.  
 
Mrs. Jones  
We like playing games about letters and sounds. We like using it for math. We 
also like using the pen on the promethean board.  We like the position it is kept in 
the class. I am excited about using the promethean board, especially since all the 
students are learning. 
 
Mrs. Conte  
Yes, certainly we like the promethean board because we like the activities on it 
and everyone can take turns. We like to play math games and various activities 
on it. It is very useful and I love that the students can move the things on it. I like 
the position where it is kept in the class 
 
Mrs. Crimmins 
Yes, I think it is an exciting new addition to our class. My students like the pen 
and it makes all their lessons more interesting. They love doing math and the 
morning message. We use it a lot. I think it is in a great position in the class but 
next year I want carpet under the promethean board. I can’t live without it, I like it 
too much.  
 
Mrs. Pickton 
I think it is very cool that we can use it. My students like to do weekly reader and 
current videos on the promethean board. My students absolutely love it. I like the 
position where it is kept in the class.  
 
Mrs. Babst 
Yes, I like the promethean board because it helps you learn many things. Even if 
you are in the very back seats you can still see it because it is big. My student’s 
like to play games, check the moon phases and writing on it. We use it a lot, 
almost all the time. I can’t teach the 3rd grade without the promethean board. 
 
Ms Furchi 
The promethean board helps us with our work and makes studying interesting. 
My student’s favorite thing to do in math is moving the place value blocks. I love 
the positioning of the promethean board. I also think that it is easier to teach with 
the pen than just using the computer keyboard. 
 



 
Miss Rubinstien  
Yes, the promethean board is fun.  There are many different colors to choose 
from. We love using the pen and it makes every subject interesting.  My students 
like to write on it, draw, read stories and do the Everyday Counts on it. It is 
wonderful and helpful! It makes learning fun. We use the promethean board all 
the time. I like the position of the promethean board. I wouldn’t like to teach 
another year without it, it will be hard and not that fun.  
 
Mrs. Goldberg  
The promethean board is very useful. All the students have the ability to see the 
large computer screen. There are many different interactive sites on the 
promethean board. We love using the promethean board. 
 
Mr. Preville  
I think the promethean board has been a wonderful addition to the school. It is an 
interactive device for children. It is a visual learning experience and opens lot of 
learning doors. Everything is projected onto the giant screen. Teachers love them 
and they are very enthusiastic about it. All the subjects that go on the board keep 
the students attention and have them more involved. The style is nice, and 
everyone wants to participate. There are so many sites to visit and games to play 
while learning. Taking the promethean board out would be like taking recess 
away. Everyone would be upset. The teachers have taken many training 
sessions and are starting to get the skill of using it. The promethean board is a 
splendid addition to the school.  
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HALLOWEEN  
By Vance Nurse 

 
     Halloween is a holiday where people get to dress up and have fun. My favorite things 
to do on Halloween are to go trick or treating with my friends and dress up. My friend 
Shirharshia was a Zombie. My other friend Oliva was Medusa. One of my best friends 
named Francisco was Obi 1 Conobi. My other best friend Chirstain was Luwigi and his 
brother was Mario. For myself, I was a Forensic Crime Investigator. 
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